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What is a drug endangered child? 

• A child experiencing neglect, physical, 
emotional or sexual abuse that is attributed to 
illicit drug use, drug trafficking (or sales), or 
drug manufacture of prescription drugs, 
marijuana, cocaine, or methamphetamine by 
caregivers. 
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It’s All About the Rescue 



Drugs, Money, Welfare Fraud 



Drugs, Guns, and Babies 
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Progression of Addiction 

Smoke 

Snort 

Eat-Drink 

Inject 

Copyright 2011 NDEC-TAC 



Copyright 2011 NDEC-TAC 



DRCA 
Drug Related Child Abuse  

• Children present as part of drug related 
crime  

• Drugs not initiating factor, but 
discovered as secondary issue 
– Domestic Violence 

– Property Crimes 

– Smurfing 

– Gun/Bomb/Child Porn 

• Drugs deemed to impact safety of a 
child 
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Nebulizer— 

 

This child already had respiratory problems and 
the machine was being used to cook 
methamphetamine.  
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Drug Home Characteristics 

• Drug is priority for adults 
• Forced participation in illegal activity 
• Health problems due to exposure 
• Delayed treatment for injuries 
• Lack of treatment for injury 
• Child as a pawn or currency 
• Child forced to take on adult role 
• Children deserve protection from neglect and 

abuse  
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Medical Evidence Checklist 
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Forcibly addicted to 
drugs by mom and 
step-dad who also 
sexually abused her. 
 

 Official cause of 
death: overdose. 

Candace Alexander 



Sometimes, the most dangerous thing 
a child can do is ask for help.  



The children tell us… 
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Can YOU answer the following questions? 

WHERE are the 
children? 

HOW are the 
children? 

WHAT can I do for the 
children? 
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Their safety,   

OUR 

RESPONSIBILITY

.  


